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arm was to prevent interference with the operation of these laws.
This was, indeed, a great change from the policy which had prevailed; but it was a wise change. In-* stead of accustoming the people to the sight of an authority superior to law, and thus breeding a contempt for law and for all forms of civil government, General Hancock taught them that the law was supreme ; that it was competent to protect them; and that it would be maintained in its supremacy by the fall force of the United States army, if needed.
Under the vicious system that had prevailed up to the time of his assumption of command in the Fifth District, the civil authority had been either utterly ignored or made a servile attendant on the military power. Hancock changed all this. He put away the power which was offered him, and proclaimed himself subject where he was commissioned to be autocrat., There has never been known a nobler sacrifice of ambition to patriotism than that which General Hancock showed when he stripped himself of all the extraordinary powers conferred upon him, and elevated civil government to its proper place of supremacy, pledging himself to maintain its authority with his life, if necessary. Grand as were his sacrifices in the cause of the Union when assailed by arms, his record as the civil administrator at a time when free, popular government seemed about to pass away from the land, is brighter yet.
Tho law under which he was acting as commander of the Fifth Military District allowed him, at his discre-r chosen representatives, and that the sole duty of the military he would not per- who truly believed in the supremacy of the ideas on which our Eepublic is founded. It was hailed as the presage of a return from the anarchy ofhroughout    the
